[Preoperative continuous intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy as part of a local regional treatment of osteosarcoma of the extremities].
Preoperative continuous intra-arterial chemotherapy combined with surgery in the treatment of osteosarcoma has been since 1968 in our clinic. Sixty-three cases with osteosarcoma of the extremities were evaluated in this study. Eighteen of these cases underwent limb salvage procedures. There were three intralesional, eleven marginal and four wide excision cases. From the standpoint of local failures, there were only two recurrent cases. One occurred after a marginal excision and the other after an intralesional excision. The 5-year cumulative survival rate for limb salvage cases was 56.0%, as compared with 40.6% of the amputation cases. Therefore we conclude that preoperative continuous intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy is a very effective method as a local regional therapy for osteosarcoma of the extremities.